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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
   

9am Coffee Hour Volunteers: Ken Quandt, Norma Young, Sr. Ruth Hall, Morag Hall, Daniel Rosenberry 
11am Coffee Hour Volunteers: Melinda Lee, Alice and John Gates, Carol Thollander, Carol Fine,             
Gregg and Lisa Napoli, Beverly Popek and Pat Ho-a-Yun, Kevin and Susan Reamy, Sally Oh,  Debbie Jasso,            
Christina Stephen, the Dick family, Meighan Merono, Francis and David Kriegh, Leanne DeSalles  
Laguna Honda Volunteers:  Bill and Fran Rounds, Wendy Dwyer, Paul Pearson, and Ken Quandt   
Office Volunteers: Ed Splichal, Anita Jackson, Sally Young, Richard Young, Bob Powell, Dale Richard 

       Pax et Bonum  
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From the Interim Rector 
 
We are back in the full swing of the program year. Many from the parish have just returned 
from the annual retreat up at Bishopôs Ranch in Healdsburg. As we go into Michaelmas this 
Sunday followed closely by the Feast of St. Francis and Blessing of the Animals, I am put in 
mind of celebration, and of all that I have been given and of all for which I am grateful.  
 
An attitude of gratitude seems a good and apt disposition to launch into the month of October. 
Mid-month we kick off our stewardship campaign. Our theme this year derives from the 
hymn Now thank we all our God and highlights the ñcountless gifts of loveò we receive in our 
lives.  
 
I look forward to hearing from parishioners about how God impacts their daily life and how 
they make decisions to give back in light of that impact. I hope you will join this ongoing   
reflection as you are invited to give in response to the countless gifts of love in your own life. 
 
I continue to feel gratitude to serve with and among you in this community, in the city and   
beyond.  

 

Christine +  
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Search Update 
 
As October lies ahead and the program year has commenced, this time presents a good chance to check in with 
the parish with an update on the Rector Search. Our Interim Rector is settling into her first quarter with us.  
The vestry is beginning to gather names and define characteristics of search committee members. They would 
like to put together a representative group and are taking time and care to think through the composition of      
a committee. If you have suggestions for names, please talk to a member of the vestry.  
 
In the meantime, the vestry will review the previous parish survey as they compile an updated survey. This 
survey will be distributed in the parish and its results will help in producing the Parish Profile.  
 
We feel good about the timing and unfolding of the process. Please continue to pray for this congregation of 
St. Francisô now and as we move forward: 
 
O God of patient and gentle strength, who knows our needs even before we ask, may your loving presence 
guide us as we seek the next settled rector for St. Francisô.  Give us an open spirit, discerning hearts and clear 
minds, that we may trust your will for us and become ever more united as we walk the way of Christ.  Inspire 
our conversation, deepen our prayer, and make us a community of humility and grace.  Bless our current lead-
ership and encourage us in transition. All this we ask through your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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Hearing Anew Through Alternative Creeds 
The Interim Rector 

 
The Nicene Creed, or known by its full name the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed of 381 stands as the central 
liturgical affirmation of faith in Christendom. Formed in the crucible of theological conflict, the creed affirms 
many tenets of the faith while refuting many others. In Anglicanism it is regarded as one of the three major 
creeds, along with the Apostlesô Creed and the Athanasian Creed. 
 
Creeds usually arise in times when heresy threatens a new, emerging or vulnerable faith tradition. At the time 
of the formulation of the Nicene Creed, the church was trying to distinguish itself from a new, emerging      
Judaism and from various sects of Gnostic and alternative forms of Christianity. The Nicene Creed became the 
orthodox confession of the church, which is to say the ñcorrectò or ñrightò belief. 
 
It is no mistake that the creed begins with the words ñWe believeé.ò Not only was it a personal affirmation, 
but, more importantly, it was a corporate statement of faith. In this way, it acted as a kind of skeletal         
foundation upon which all other faith claims could be hung. In this way, too, it serves as an aspirational script. 
When one recites this creed they proclaim the faith of the church and not necessarily their personal belief.   
Indeed, the creed provides an orientation, a context, the content and the aspiration for belief. 
 
In the coming months, we will explore alternative forms of the creed. These alternatives come from trial      
liturgies, from other denominations and from other communities of worship. Many of these affirmations of 
faith have been approved for use as the church seeks to keep worship enlivened and meaningful. We will be        
experimenting with different forms as a way of hearing our faith claims in refreshed language which draws on 
the wealth of biblical imagery. In each case, we will strive to keep the spirit of the claim while exploring     
alternative ways of articulating it. 
 
At the heart of our Christian tradition lies the importance of word. We say that how we pray shapes our belief. 
Likewise, our belief shapes the way we pray. As we experiment with new words in our creed, I hope you will 
open yourself to the ways in which the words shape your belief and to the ways the words take shape in your 
practice. 

Icon depicting the Emperor    
Constantine, accompanied by the 
bishops of the First Council of 
Nicaea (325), holding the Niceno
ïConstantinopolitan Creed of 381 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Nicaea_icon.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Icon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constantine_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop
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Godly Play at St. Francis! 

  
When: Godly Play, Sunday, 10:00am - approximately 10:45am (students will be brought into the church     
service during communion) 
  
What: Our childrenôs program is Godly Play: based on the Montessori method of learning for students in  
Kindergarten ï 3rd Grade. Different and much more than just ñSunday School,ò Godly Play encourages      
children to use their imagination, sense of wonder, and connection to their world as they learn about sacred 
Christian stories. A typical Godly Play Session has several short, structured activities. Some of the core       
activities include listening to sacred stories by a storyteller and ñplayò afterwards. Children may play with   
story sets, create art, or participate in other activities. A Prayer and reflection circle is the closing activity. 
  
We also have special days in the program where children create craft projects around St. Francis Day,          
Dia de los Muertos, the life of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and various other opportunities for learning      
throughout the year. In December, the childrenôs program performs the story of Jesusô birth at the St. Francisô 
Family Service on Christmas Eve. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The next Sound Mandala is scheduled for November  at 4:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall.  Contact Shae Brown 
for more information. 

2019 Stewardship Campaign 
With Countless Gifts of Love 

 

In October our attention turns to creation and all that we have been given by our Creator God. We begin the 
month celebrating our patronal feast of St. Francis with a service to bless beloved animals in our lives. We   
reflect on our roles as their caregivers and on our related roles as stewards of Godôs creation, and indeed of all 
that gives our lives depth, and resource, and meaning.  
 
This yearôs stewardship campaign takes its theme from the hymn Now thank we all our God and particularly 
the lines ñwith countless gifts of love.ò The kick-off for the campaign falls on Sunday, October 21 with the  
Ingathering on Sunday, November 11. In the intervening weeks we will hear from parishioners about how they 
pledge to support the ongoing financial and spiritual life of the congregation.  
 
As you think about your pledge for 2019, please take time to pray and listen to what you are being called to 
give. Your pledged gift allows the leadership of the parish to make responsible decisions for the ongoing life of 
the church and our ability to minister in San Francisco and beyond.  
 
Please note: We are ever in the process of updating our parish roles and making sure that contact information is 
good and current. If you donôt receive a mailing by the first of November, please let the office know. We donôt 
want you to be left out of the opportunity to support this community in its life and reach.  
 

https://www.godlyplayfoundation.org/
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The Faces of St. Francis'                                                                                                    
Janet Giannini 

St. Francis' has welcomed a number of new folks to our community recently.  So that we can all get better   
acquainted, the Membership Committee hopes you will participate in our new project,                                      

ñGetting to Know You.ò Hereôs how: 

¶ Take a ñphoto frame paperò home with you (available in the back of the sanctuary). 

¶ Find or take a photo you like (individual or household group). 

¶ Attach it to the photo frame paper (double-stick tape or glue work fine). 

¶ Write the names of your household members and something about them, if you wish. 
Return it to church and put it in the designated box in the back of the sanctuary. 
 
Look for the ñGetting to Know Youò display boards in the back of the Parish Hall. Questions? Talk to Janet 
Giannini or Carol Thollander. 

Sending Forth 
 

After over 30 years our sextons Masad and Abla Bajjalieh are retiring from work at St. Francisô. After many 
years of faithful service with the parish and the Food Pantry we want to send them off with our well wishes 
and love. On Sunday, October 28 we will have a special coffee hour following the 10 am service to honor and 
celebrate their service. With a bit of a Halloween and All Saints flair we wish them the best while they enter 
into retirement. We will collect a ñpurseò as a parting gift.  Please make your donation through the Church  
office 

 
Dia de los Muertos Art Brunch on Saturday, October 6th  

 
Festive Brunch & Sugar Skull Design Workshop 
Saturday, October 6th, 10:00am-noon in the St. Francis' Kitchen 
$25, maximum 15 participants 
 
CLAUDIA QUINN presents a morning of specialized art & design in celebration of Dia de los Muertos.  Pro-
vided for your artistic expression are custom-formed sugar skulls, decorative accessories, icing, and more, 
making lasting decorative icons for Dia de los Muertos, Hallowe'en, and even Cinco de Mayo!  We hope to see 
many of the works created this day on our side Chapel altar on November. 1st.  A festive brunch of Huevos 
Francisco, fruit, cheeses, tres leches torta, and morning Sangria!  Sign up this Sunday at Coffee Hour, or send 
check payable to St. Francis to the church office (Memo: PWP - Muertos). For more information,                
contact Melinda Lee (organizer) at (415) 336-0754.  Sorry, no refunds after purchase. 
 
This mini-fundraiser is the first in a new series called PARTIES WITH PURPOSE--small gatherings of friends 
interested in exploring something new together.  All proceeds benefit St. Francis' operating budget.  Watch for 
news about our upcoming topics and be sure to sign up early and often! 
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St. Francisô Work Day 
 

Thank you to all the volunteers who turned out for the Saint Francisô parish work day on Saturday, September 
15. We trimmed and mulched and filled up a truck with clippings. We cleaned and dusted, stained and painted 
to beautify the churchôs interior and exterior. 
 
Thank you volunteers! 
LeeAnn DeSalles, Diane Dick, Wendy Dwyer, John Duus, Devon Flynn, Fizzy Fyfe, John Gates,                
Dominic George, Kathy Keufler, Melinda Lee, Lisa Napoli, Maryla Salt, Ed Splichal, Christine Trainor.  
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St. Francisô Feast and Blessing of the Animals 
 

Bring your furry, feathered, and scaly friends for the St. Francisô Feast and Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, 
October 7 at the 8 and 10 am services. Invite friends and neighbors for a frolicking menagerie and lively     
worship. For your petsô safety and those of others, please bring your beloved pets properly restrained. 

Stuffed animals are also welcome. 

Baptism Sunday, November 4, The Feast of All Saintsô/All Soulsô 
 

The next Sunday for baptism is Sunday, November 4. If you would like baptism for yourself or another,    
please speak with The Rev. Christine Trainor, Interim Rector. 

Traditional site of Jesusô baptism by        
John the Baptizer 


